
Welcome to First Grade!

It feels like your child was just beginning kindergarten and now they’re in first grade!  This letter is a 

resource to help you and your child have a successful year.  First grade is packed with important and 

exciting transitions as children leave behind much of the play of preschool and kindergarten and begin 

developing more academic skills.  

In first grade your child will become more independent and learn how to adapt to the classroom and 

school’s routine.  First grade is probably the most critical period in your child’s education.  It is a pivotal 

grade in which the foundation for the rest of the primary grades is set.

Preparing for the First Day

 Have these supplies labeled with your child’s name (pencil box, scissor, crayon box, notebook)

 Other supplies don’t need to be labeled

Going into First Grade

First Graders are expected to retain more academically than ever before.  Students entering First 

Grade should already be able to do the following in order to have a successful start to the year:

 Recognize and write all upper and lowercase letters fluently without looking at an alphabet line

 Blending and decoding words (ex. cat, man, bug, hit, etc.)

 Reading at a DRA level 4 (books with short sentences and patterns)

 Reading sight words (ex. the, said, play, she, he, are, etc.)

 Writing 3 sentences with phonetic spelling (ex. I like to go to Dislnd. – Disneyland)

 Recognize and write numbers to 30 fluently without looking at a number line

 Counting to 100

 Adding and Subtracting to 5 fluently

The First Grade Curriculum

The First-Grade curriculum moves at a fast pace. The following is a list of common core standards 

covered throughout the school year and the end of the year expectations:

 Reading by the end of the Year at a DRA level 16 (both fiction and informational texts)

 Retelling a story in sequence with detail; recalling specific facts from non-fiction texts)

 Blend to decode words; reading words with blends, digraphs and long vowels 

 Read 133 sight words (Pre-Primer, Primer and First Grade Dolch sight words)

 Write 5 sentences to create a paragraph (narratives, informational, and opinion)

 Number recognition and writing to 120 

 Addition and subtraction to 20

 Addition and subtraction fluency within 10

 Place Value (tens and ones)

 Geometric shapes

California Common Core Standards

If you would like to find out the California State Standards for first grade, visit www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/

Supplies

There is a general supply list for first-grade students. Teachers may also send home another list of 

supplies specific to their classroom needs. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/


Behavior Management 

Our First-Grade classroom rules are simple:

1. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself 

2. Be respectful to others 

3. Listen carefully  

4. Work quietly and neatly  

5. Follow directions readily and play safely 

First Grade students are responsible for their own actions. No one can “make” them hit, kick, or not 

listen. They need to be aware that there are consequences for their actions. There needs to be a 

partnership between home and school where rules/consequences are consistent and reinforced. 

First graders are expected to stay on task and work for longer periods of time than when they were in 

kindergarten.

Responsibility

First Grade students need to learn to be independent, accountable and responsible (ex. know what is 

expected and follow through, return library books on time, remember their folder daily and return 

homework).

Homework

The most important part of nightly homework is to have your child practice their reading.  That means 

having them read books at their level to you.  It’s still important for you to read to your child, but they 

need the practice.  Think of it like learning to play an instrument or a sport.  If you don’t practice, you 

don’t get better.  Your child should be reading every night for 15 minutes.  

All of the first-grade classes do the same homework.  Students have choice in the activities they want 

to do for Spelling, Math and Language Arts.  At least 3 activities on the chart should be completed each 

week.


